Common Shrubs of Minnesota Valley

Dogwood
Cornus, sp. - At least 4 species
occur here, all with egg- -

shaped, toothless leaves that f

are opposite on thetwigs. The i Y
most noticeableis Red-osier Sy
(C. stolonifera) withitsdark red =
branches and twigs.

Bush Honeysuckle

Lonicera, sp. - Bush honey-
suckle can be quite commoniin
open areas and wood edges.

Clustersof white or pink flowers

occur in late spring.

Wild Plum/Cherry

Prunus,sp. - Plums(larger single e
or paired fruits) and cherries
(small fruitsin clusters) are
numerous at the Refuge, and
often difficult to distinguish.
Although some are tree-sized,
many are shrubby. Fruits have
one large pit or stone, and are
either round and smooth (cher-
ries) or round with afurrow down
the side (plums).

Serviceberry
Amelanchier,sp. - Similar to
VT4, their cousins the cherries/

.-r-'ﬁiv—"w & "'-..,_} e “*3 plums, these can be told by

Elder

Sambucus,sp. - Two species, Red-
berried (S. pubens) and American
(S. canadensis) arefairly commonin
clearings and forest edges. Both
have large clusters of white flowers
and (later) berries. Red-berried f
blooms in the spring and has red .1' i
berries; Americanbloomsinmid-  _##
summer and has blackish berries.

Gooseberry/Currant

Ribes,sp. - Asmany as6
species occur at the Refuge.
Many are spiny plants, and all

are shrubby with lobed |eaves.

Greenish-yellow flowersform
in the spring.
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.5 l_ﬁ-._{;_.__‘_-:_,,, the presence of 3-5 seeds

1largepit.

Hawthorn

Crataegus,sp. - Shrubs or
small, crooked trees, these
have long, straight or dightly-
curved thorns. Clusters of
white flowersin spring produce
dark red fruits. Fruits have one
large pit or stone.

inside the fruits, instead of

Non-native species.
Buckthorn

Rhamnus cathartica - Thisisa
troublesome, naturalized species, that
isunfortunately quite common and

widespread. It often forms thickets of Top, |
spindly, tree-like shrubs, with branch e P
tips often ending in thorns and a = MHE

profusion of black berries. The Refuge
is undertaking eradication programsto
help control its spread.
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A note about non-native species. Non-native
species are those introduced to environments where
they previously did not occur. Although some are
unobtrusive and rarely spread, many are invasive
and become environmental problems. Some, like
Common Buckthorn, spread rapidly and take over
habitats, competing with the native species and
sometimesreplacing them. Programsto eradicate
these species are being conducted at the Refuge.
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Trees and Shrubs



Diverse Species

Diverse Habitatg MinnesotaValley National Wildlife Refuge encompasses alarge and diverse area of the
Minnesota River Valley, featuring tallgrass prairie, marshes and lakes, and riparian habitats.
Three major forest vegetation types are also represented at the refuge:

Oak Savannah - arare and disappearing feature, thisistypified by an overstory of bur oak,
with an understory of native tallgrass prairie. Remnant and re-established pockets can be

observed in the L ouisville Swamp and Rapids L ake Units.
Northern Floodplains Forest - all Refuge unitsfeature thistype, where cottonwood, willow, and elm occur intall standsin
theriver bottoms.
M aple-Basswood Forest - occuring on slopes and ravines along the Minnesota River valley, this association can best be
observed in Long Meadow L ake and Rapids L ake units.

Bur Oak

Quercus macrocarpa - One of
the most common speciesin
the Refuge, it can betold by its
LN broccoli-shaped leaves and
fringed acorn caps.

Northern Red Oak

Quercusrubra- Named for

itsfall leaf color, thered oak
isfairly common onwooded
dopes and ridges. Its acorn
caps are flat, saucer-shaped.
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Northern Pin Oak

Quercus elipsoidialis - Uncom-
mon on Refuge uplands, the
northern pin can be told from the
red oak by its narrower leaf lobes
and cup-shaped acorn caps.

Silver Maple i S

- i V=7
Acer saccharinum - Fond of 5 |_fﬁ“=__f:,.-.;-;ﬂ_i-.-
low, wet areas, thistreeis “= =gt o o T

abundant in river bottoms. Its {;"-,I‘i-a e :E."J
bark is shaggy, and its leaves
are whitened underneath.

4 . . Sugar Maple
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Acer saccharum - Sugar

S '|;_:..- 11 maples grow on ridgesand in
([ F i 7 ravines. Bark onolder treesis
ik scaly and ridged, often black in

¥R patches. Leaves are green
below.

Eastern Redcedar

Juniperus virginiana - This
evergreeniscommon, especialy
onridges and slopes. There are
separate male and female plants,
with the females producing
bluish berry-like cones.

Black Cherry

Prunus serotina - Thisisamedium-to-

largetree. Itsleavesaredark green,

L smooth, and very shiny on top. Bark
has sguarish plates with reddish inner
bark underneath. Fruit are blackish
berriesin elongated clusters.
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Common Trees of Minnesota Valley

Aspen

Populus tremuloides or
grandidentata - Both quaking and
bigtooth aspen occur here. Both
have white trunks and often grow in
clumps. Quaking aspen leaveslack
the large teeth of bigtooth aspen.

Eastern Cottonwood

) Populus deltoides - Relatives of
[ Ty aspen, these typically grow in

P river bottoms, where they can
attain largesize. Femaletrees
produce the "cotton" from
flower capsules.

American Basswood

Tilia americana - Also known as AL
Linden, basswood isanimportant | _'__ ey
component of upland forest. Leaves ' h = % e
are broad and heart-shaped. Clusters ' 1 5 "
of fragrant flowers are produced in ;
June. Budsare bright red.
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Willow

Salix, sp. - Numerous species occur in
the refuge, but most are shrubby. All
native species prefer low, wet habi-
tats, and most have long, narrow
leaves. Among those that become
largetreesarethe Black, Peachleaf,
and the non-native Weeping.
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| ronwood

Ostrya virginiana - Also known as
Hop-hornbeam, thissmall treeis
abundant on slopes, ridges, and
ravines. Itsleaveslast well
through the winter, when itslight
brown |eaves make the species
easy to find in the woods.

American EIm

Ulmus americana - Found
throughout the Refugein a
variety of habitats, thiselm has
marbled bark and doubly-
toothed leaves.

Siberian EIm

Ulmus pumila - Thisnaturalized
speciesis quite common. It has
solid gray bark and singly-
toothed leaves. Its growth form
isnormally scraggly.

Hackberry
— Cdltis occidentalis - Widespread
e and fairly common, this species can
s 3;:._: _ betold by itswarty bark. Itsleaves
' -'1;;-x_1.1j_h_:,,;.:-3' are teardrop-shaped, with uneven

bases. Unlikeits cousintheelm, its
fruitisasmall berry.

Trees with compound |eaves
Prickly Ash

M, G Zanthoxylum americanum -
it Thickets of this species occur on
D, ., L slopes throughout the Refuge.
e o, Vi, Thorns are present on the
o, branches and trunk. Crushed
leaves have a citrus odor.

Bitternut Hickory

Carya cordiformis- Our only
common hickory isfoundin
river bottoms and on slopes. It
has a smooth gray trunk and
can beidentified even in winter
by its bright yellow buds.

Sumac

Rhus, sp. - Staghorn (R. typhina)
and Smooth (R. glabra) are both

B A equally common, forming

P ok thickets along forest edges and

o ;':_?# k- overgrown fields. Smooth lacks
'**ﬁ'f_ v the hairy twigs of Staghorn.

Both species produce large
clusters of small reddish berries.
Green Ash -
Fraxinus pennsylvanica - -" T
Common and widespread, this b=
species can attain large sizein .. -
theriver bottoms. It has £
opposite branching and ridges iql
onthebark that form x's. & i

Boxelder

Acer negundo - Actually a

~ maple, thisoften gnarly tree

4 f‘?# grows as either amale or

~  femae, withthelatter forming
winged seeds. Itsleafletsare
eitherin3sor 5s.




